
ELECTRA DSP
The hardware Electra EQ set a new benchmark for fast, smooth, punchy equalization, and the 

Electra DSP’s precisely modeled filters embody that spirit flawlessly.

The high shelf is unusually flexible and the bass reaches down to the floor. The twin midrange 
filters have a magic proportional-Q, an adaptive bandwidth behavior which automatically and 
intelligently tightens the filter as you boost it. They’re so articulate, they can make drums 
sound like they were tuned and even mic’d differently. No matter how aggressively it’s set, 
Electra is relentlessly smooth and unapologetically analog in character.

W E L C O M E  T O
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ELECTRA DSP
D E E P E R  I N T O  T H E  C O N T R O L S

THE CONTROLS  

A custom-tuned, 6dB/octave high-shelf with 
corner frequency ranging from 3.8k-20kHz. 

Frequency is adjusted with either the black outer knob or the orange 
slider; gain is adjusted with either the chrome inner knob or green slider. 
As with everything else Electra, don’t be afraid to make big moves!

This combination HPF/Low Shelf pair 
is actually two separate controls. The 

12dB/Octave HPF filter with a resonant ‘bump’ is always active (unless 
bypassed by clicking either ‘HPF’ button), and can be set anywhere from 
25Hz - 400Hz with either the black outer knob or the orange slider.

The  Low She l f  has  a  f i xed  corner  f requency  o f  90Hz ,  and  i s  con t ro l l ed  by  the  chrome  inner  knob  o r  g reen  s l i de r . 
Up  i nc reases  a  sense  o f  ‘ Th ickness ’  i n  your  sound ,  and  down  w i l l  reduce  the  percept ion  o f  p rox imi ty  to  the  sound .

Two  p ropor t i ona l -Q  bands 
rang ing  be tween  them 

f rom 30Hz  up  to  5 .4kHz ,  and  over l app ing  be tween  250Hz  and 
750Hz .  As  w i th  the  H igh  She l f ,  f requency  i s  ad jus ted  w i th 
the  b lack  ou te r  knobs  o r  co r respond ing  o range  s l i de rs .  Un l i ke 
the  h igh  she l f ,  t hese  two  bands  p rov ide  a  un ique  and  punchy 
p ropor t i ona l -Q  boos t  o r  cu t ,  as  descr ibed  be low . . .

The graph to the left  shows a 
Standard Wide-Q bell  over lapping Electra’s Proportional-Q bell . 
Not ice how both curves are wide at  the skirt ,  but  when you turn 
up Electra ’s  bel l  i t  gets t ight  at  the peak. . .  and only  at  the peak!
This  ingenious wide-AND-tight curve imparts a sculpted sound 
that  is  both aggressively punchy and si lky smooth.  So don’t  be 
afraid to turn this  eq up,  E lectra is  designed to l i teral ly  bend 
things beautiful ly !

Boost or attenuate the gain on the signal as it  exits Electra DSP.

HIGH SHELVING

HPF / LOW SHELF

PROPORTIONAL-Q MIDS

ABOUT PROPORTIONAL-Q

MASTER OUTPUT GAIN
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ELECTRA DSP
D E E P E R  I N T O  T H E  C O N T R O L S

TIPS AND TRICKS

VINTAGE DRUM SMACK
Electra is arguably the most colorful eq in the world when it comes to adding a retro, 

papery ‘note’ to kicks and ‘crack’ to snares.  Experiment with aggressive (9db) boosts 
on frequencies you wouldn’t normally think to boost, especially in the 300-500Hz range 
(where most people cut), and 600-900Hz range (where most people do nothing).  There’s 
a *lot* of character in those frequency spaces, and having one element or mic in a drum 
mix with those frequencies pushed hard can add a very cool, very non-modern grain to an 
otherwise sterile or generic drum sound.

MORE ANALOG PLEASE
One of our favorite Electra tricks is to use a generous cut on the 6dB/octave High Shelf 

as a ‘controlled lowpass’ to reduce ultra-high frequency content and smooth out, aka ‘de-
digitize’ the sound.   A 6-9dB cut as high as 20k or as low as 13k, combined with a 3k, 
4k, or 5k boost on the High Middle band, can add a more vintage presence to sounds while 
giving the top a softer, more old-school texture.

ULTRA TIGHT BOTTOM
The Electra’s gentle high pass filter, tuned with a slight bump at the rolloff frequency, is 

perfect for tightening unruly low end.  Setting to 40Hz or 60Hz, combined with a modest 
3-6dB boost on the Low Middle band at the same (or slightly lower) frequency, gives a 
sound more low end ‘support’ while tightening and cleaning up the deepest frequencies 
which, left uncontrolled, tend to reduce the loudness, brightness, and punch of a mix.
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ELECTRA DSP
D E E P E R  I N T O  T H E  C O N T R O L S

BANK	 Banks  a re  handy  ways  to  o rgan i ze  g roups  o f  p rese ts  i n to  categor ies  you  c reate .  To 
se lec t  a  bank ,  c l i ck  d i rec t l y  on  the  cur ren t  bank  name  and  a  d ropdown  l i s t  w i l l  appear .  Se lec t 
New to  add  a  new bank  to  th i s  l i s t .  Se lec t  Rename  to  rename  the  cur ren t  bank ,  ed i t i ng  d i rec t l y 
on  the  name  i t se l f .  Se lec t  De le te  to  de le te  the  cur ren t  bank .  WARNING de le t ing  a  bank  de le tes 
ALL  o f  the  p rese ts  w i th in  that  bank ,  and  cannot  be  undone .  A  warn ing  d ia log  w i l l  appear  to 
con f i rm you  w ish  to  do  th i s ,  p l ease  choose  ca re fu l l y !

PRESET	 A prese t  s to res  the  s ta te  o f  every  knob  and  sw i tch  on  the  EQ  i t se l f .  Use  these  to  save 
and  reca l l  your  favor i te  se t t i ngs ,  t rade  se t t i ngs  w i th  o ther  E l ec t ra  DSP  users ,  and  impor t  new 
banks  f rom UBK whenever  he  can  remember  to  do  such  th ings .   No te :  Bypass  &  Oversamp l ing 
s ta tes  a re  no t  s to red  i n  Prese ts .
To  se lec t  a  p rese t ,  c l i ck  d i rec t l y  on  the  cur ren t  p rese t  name  and  a  d ropdown  l i s t  w i l l  appear . 
Se lec t  Save  As  to  c reate  a  new prese t  i n  the  cur ren t  bank .  Se lec t  Save  to  overwr i te  the  cur ren t 
p rese t .
STATUS LED	 Th is  l i gh t  i nd icates  whether  the  cur ren t  s ta te  o f  E l ec t ra  DSP ’s  cont ro l s  i s 
i den t i ca l  t o  the  se t t i ngs  i n  the  cur ren t l y  ac t i ve  p rese t .  Green  i nd icates  that  the  E lec t ra  DSP ’s 
se t t i ngs  and  the  p rese t  a re  i den t i ca l ,  Red  i nd icates  that  con t ro l s  have  been  changed  s ince  the 
p rese t  was  l oaded .  WARNING I f  you  l oad  a  d i ff e ren t  p rese t  when  the  S tatus  LED  i s  Red ,  you  w i l l 
l ose  the  changes  you ’ ve  made  to  the  cur ren t  p rese t .

PRESET MANAGEMENT

 BANK  PRESET STATUS LED
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ELECTRA DSP
D E E P E R  I N T O  T H E  C O N T R O L S

BYPASS	 Bypasses Electra DSP

OVERSAMPLING ON/OFF	 Togg l i ng  th i s  sw i tch  de feats  Kush ’ s 
cus tom,  p ropr ie ta ry  oversamp l ing  a lgor i thm and  f i l t e rs ,  wh ich 
f rees  up  c r i t i ca l  CPU cyc les .  Th i s  i s  a  sess ion-w ide  p re fe rence , 
so  togg l i ng  the  Oversamp l ing  fo r  one  E lec t ra  DSP  automat ica l l y 

togg les  i t  f o r  every  o ther  E l ec t ra  DSP  in  the  sess ion .  E l ec t ra  DSP ’s  code  has  been  h igh ly  op t im i zed  so 
th i s  con t ro l  can  genera l l y  be  l e f t  On  i n  a l l  bu t  the  most  demand ing  sess ions .

SLIDER TOGGLE	 I f  you’d rather c l ick and move the gain and freq controls  up and down 
(ratherinstead of  than left-to-r ight) ,  c l ick here.

INFO	 For  a handy reminder of  what al l  these buttons down here are meant for ,  c l ick here.

PHASE FLIP	     Inverts the polar ity  of  the s ignal  as i t  leaves Electra DSP.

HPF BYPASS    Bypasses ONLY the High-Pass Fi l ter  whi le  leaving the EQ f i l ters act ive.

DSP / AUXILIARY CONTROLS

WHAT’S NEXT?
GOT QUESTIONS?
We’ve got answers!  Head to www.thehouseofkush.com/support  for  a l l  your plugin support  needs.

Ready to pull the trigger on some of Kush’s Analog options? Head to www.thehouseofkush.com/analog 
to read up on all the latest Kush has to offer. Watch videos, hear demos, and drool over the fantastic 
warmth and detail only Analog can bring to your sound. 

Learn to mix whi le  Gregory Scott  (UBK) of  Kush Audio and ITB Mixing pro Nathan Daniel  answer l istener 
quest ions,  crack themselves up,  and offer  weekly chances to win FREE Kush plugins!  Search “UBK Happy 
Funtime Hour” on iTunes and Stitcher ,  or  v is it . . .

INTO ANALOG?

WANT TO WIN A FREE PLUGIN?

U B K H A P P Y F U N T I M E H O U R . C O M

http://www.thehouseofkush.com/support
http://www.thehouseofkush.com/dealers

